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Wes... 
An ADDRESS to the 


INHABITANTS of OXFORD. 


GENTLEMEN, 
* e HE Deſign of the following Pages, is to per- 
1 ui ſuade You to attempt the Recovery of Your 


Do 1 * Reputation and Character, which have, of late, 


on to X ſuffered greatly, from the Continuance of thoſe 
Wer oh Grievances which are the Subjects of them. 


F has long been obvious to the Inhabitants, and is now, 
to our Shame, become the Obſervation and Wonder of Stran- 
gers alſo; That no City whoſe Streets are ſo ſpacious, and 
whoſe Public Buildings ſo magnificent, is ſo ill ſwept, or fo 


meanly lighted, as the Town of OXFORD.“ 


* For the Benefit of Strangers, into 


whoſe Hands this Performance may fall, 
it is thought proper to inſert the follow-_ 


ing Clauſe from the Univerſity Statutes, 
Tit. xx. Sect. 6. 


« Alfo, that no Perſon lay Heaps of 
&« Dirt and Rubbiſh, before his Door; 
but keep all his Naſtineſs within his 
« own Walls, till the Scavenger, com- 


« ing with his Cart, carry away all the 


« faid Filth, under the Penalty of a Fine 
« of 3s. 4d. to be inflicted totzes quoties. 

% Moreover, leſt thoſe, who in a 
« Winter's Evening, when there is no 


© Moon, are obliged to walk the City 
© on Buſineſs, ſhould be under a Ne- 


« ceflity of groping their Way in the 


& Dark: — It is Enacted, that from 
6 henceforth, every Year, from the 
« Feaſt of All Saints to the Feaſt of 
the Purification of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
« from the Hour of Six to Nine in 
ce the Evening, Lights be hung before 
the Gates of the ſeveral Colleges and 
„% Halls, as alſo before the Doors of 
« private Houſes, under the Penalty of 
&« Js. to be inflicted by the Vice Chan- 
“ cellor, for every Omiſſion. 


Hap 
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Hap this happened through Inattention, or through the In- 

capacity of the Inhabitants for this Purpoſe, I ſhould have 
been wholly ſilent on the Occafion : But I have found in many 
Converſations on this Topic, with Men of Subſtance — Great 
Men — not only in their own Opinions, but in thoſe of others 
alſo, that this Omiſſion was purpoſely deſigned ; and that they 
were fo far from being inſenſible of their Neglect, as to be wil- 
ling to juſtify and defend it. 
Tux Arguments, indeed, produced in its Favour, did not ap- 
pear entirely concluſive ; but as I had no Opportunity of refuting 
them, before a prejudiced Audience, nor of explaining my own 
Sentiments on Account. of their Singularity, I have choſen 
this Method of publickly anſwering them, and of appealing to 
the World for the Merits of the Cauſe I have undertaken. 


Tur firſt Argument that has been urged, is the great Ex- 
pence which attends the Lighting and Care of the Lamps.—If 
I miſtake not, the Time, in which you are required to place out 
your Lamps, 1s from the Feaſt of All Saints to that of the Puri- 
fication. We will ſuppoſe then, that the original Expence of a 
Lantern, of Crown Glaſs let it be, if for the Door of a Sub- 
ſtantial Man, (for mere Horn will do for thoſe of private Citi- 
zens) may be eſtimated at Five Shillings. In theſe Lanterns one 
Farthing Candle, or two at moſt, will ſerve for each Night's 
Illumination, which upon a juſt Calculation will amount annu- 
ally to the Sum of Three Shillings and Ten-pence. A conſider- 
able Sum indeed ! But, ſhould this Work meet with your Ap- 
probation, I can tell you numberleſs Ways, (if you are not well 
acquainted with them already) by which you may fully reim- 
burſe yourſelves, and make thoſe to whom you grant the Power 
of Seeing, pay for their Peeping. | 

IT is this Fear of Expence, I preſume, which has led you 
into the Scheme of Pariſh Lamps, by one of which, properly 

placed, 


E 


placed, a whole Street may be lighted; but this is frequently 
the Cauſe of much Contention, concerning whoſe Houſe it ſhall 
be aftixed to, who ſhall be the Contributors to it, &c ; which 
Diſputes, if they do not diſturb the Peace of the Church, at 
leaſt, interrupt that of the Veſtry. 

I wouLp humbly propoſe another Method, by which you 
may, in ſome meaſure, alleviate the Expence here complained 
of, and that is, by returning home an Hour ſooner than ordinary 
from your reſpective Clubs, one Night in the Month, and by 
that Means ſaving Six-pence towards your Stock for Iillumina- 
tions. This Method would alſo be highly advantageous to you 
in another Reſpect; as you would thereby enjoy one tran- 
quil and happy Evening, uninterrupted by the Fears of the 
WuiTE SERJEANT.* 

THe next Argument which has been uſed in Behalf of this 
Neglect, came, I am ſorry to ſay it, from the Mouth of a Man 
who has born many reſpectable Offices in this City. This 
Gentleman concluded a Converſation we had together upon this 
Subject by declaring, © that He did not know what Service the 
« Lamps were of, except to light a Pack of drunken Gownſine1 


& home.” I beg leave to inform this worthy Gentleman, that 
his Argument was both uncharitable and falſe. For, ſurely, 


nothing can demonſtrate a greater Want of Charity than to deny 
Relief to the truly indigent; much more ſo at thoſe Seaſons, when 


*The //bite Serjeant is a Perſon of 
great Authority and Power in this Place: 
Tt generally means the Miſtreſs of the 
Family, who, about the Hour of Eleven, 
ſends her Maid with a ſmall Lantern to 
the Houſes of public Reſort, to acquaint 
the forgetſul Huſband that his dear Con- 
ſort has been in a Fit, and is gone to 
Bed. The good Man receives the News 
with Chriſtian Reſignation, draws his 
Chair nearer to the Fire, prepares to light 


another Pipe, and with Words of con- 
nubial Tenderneſs, diſpatches Abigail to 
the Aſſiſtance of her Miſtreſs. — W hen 
lo ! tremendous Figure ! enters the Sick 
Perſon herſelf, arrayed in White, as erſt 
for Matrimonial Joys, and after a few 
Endearments, and ſome Signals of ano- 
ther Nature, carries off her Prey, expo- 
ſed to the Sneers of lawleſs and licentious 
Batchelors, and the Pity of his Fellow 


Subjects under the Yoke of Hymen. 
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their Neceſſities are moſt importunate. But, beſides this, the 
Obſervation was alſo falſe: — For my Friend is miſtaken in ſup- 
poſing that any Gownſmen are guilty of the Sin of Drunkenneſs; 
eſpecially, in thoſe Hours when, by the Statutes of the Univer- 
ſity, we are required to illuminate our Streets. Formerly, in- 
deed, the Sonorous Tom put a final Stop to the Merriment of 
the Evening : But, in theſe Days, they have ſcarce finiſhed their 
Afternoon's Coffee, and the ſubſequent Game at Billiards, when 
that clamourous Monitor engages their Attention ; who now, 
therefore, is become a Signal only to the Cooks Shops for the Ap- 
pearance of Supper, to which a few Latin Prayers ſerve as Grace 
before Meat. | 

Ir indeed we mean to affront the Gown by our Conduct in this 
Reſpect, we ſhould firſt conſider whether we do not injure them 
in a greater Degree than we originally intended. Should a few 
drunken Scholars, — or Fellows, ſpoil their Cloaths,—or break 
their Necks, they ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of their Irregularity. 
But I fear the Evil extends much further than we are aware of; 
for I take it, that this very Neglect of ours, has been the ſole 
Occaſion of thoſe malicious Aſperſions which have been caſt on 
our Famous Univerſity, viz. That in ſome late Proceedings they 
could not ſee what they were about; — That the moſt eminent 
Man among them, for Want of better Light, run his Head 
againſt a Poſt; —In a Word, that one of the Eyes of the King- 
dom was become almoſt dark ; — and that their Labours no 
longer ſmell of the Lamp. 
 LravixG, therefore, that illuſtrious Body of Men to de- 
fend themſelves, (which they can very well do) I proceed to 
contider another Subterfuge, under which ſome of my Bre- 
thren ſhelter themſelves, equally mean and illiberal with thoſe 
betore cited. 

THz Regulation of theſe Matters, ſay they, is veſted in the 
Members of the Univerſity.— If therefore the Maſters of the 

Streets 
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Streets do not perform the Duties of their Office, we muſt be 
Fools indeed to put ourſelves to any Expence of our own volun- 
tary Motion. — Surely, you cannot be ſo abſurd as to make ſuch 
an ungrateful Return for this moderate Uſe of Power, which, 
if it was properly exerted, you would call Tyranny and Perſecu- 


tion. Numberleſs Excuſes may be alledged in favour of theſe 
Gentlemen, for their Forbearance.— Some of them may live at 
a great Diſtance from the Univerſity, having the Care, if not of 
all, at leaſt of ſeveral of the Churches.— Others who have ſome _ 
Intervals of Reſidence among us, may perhaps be of your Ac- 
quaintance; may frequently ſpend a Day upon the Water with 
you, may dine at your Tables, civilly falute your Daughters, &c. 
Can they, after this, cruelly force you into the Vice Chancellor's 
Court, and make your Names public, and your Characters 
ridiculous, by a Proſecution ! * 

SoME of you take a better Method than this, and wiſely ſave 
ſome Portion of the Expence, without appearing either to be 
ſtingy in their own Tempers, or to avow an open Diſobedience to 
the Statutes of the Univerſity. Theſe Men, without underſtand- 
ing a Word of the Language in which thoſe Statutes are written, 
take Refuge under the Terms in which they are expreſſed. We are 
required to hang out Lights whenever there is zo Moon. If then 
the ſaid glorious Planet has ever appeared above the Horizon, at 
whatever Hour of the Night that may be, it is plain that there 
zs a Moon, and that ſhe has not been ſhipwrecked or deſttoyed by 
a Whirlwind during her Travels into Foreign Parts; nor can 


* A very worthy Gentleman, ſome 
Time ago, influenced perhaps by the 
Oath he had taken, and whoſe Merit, 
on that Account, deſerves a better Sta- 
tue than any he has ſo elegantly de- 
ſcribed, attempted a Reformation of this 
Sort, in his own particular Diſtrict : In 
conſequence of which, the Inhabitants, 
did him the Honour to burn him in 


Effigy. Was this the certain Conſe- 
quence of ſuch Attempts, and ſhould the 
Maſters concur in the preciſe Time of 
making them, we might, on one Night 
of the Year at leaſt, have ſuch a glori- 
ous Auto de Fe as would, in ſome ſmall 
Degree compenſate for the Darknets 
that prevails on all others. 
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ES 
there be any Reaſon for lighting up the Streets of Oxford, when- 
ever ſhe happens to illuminate the Bay of Biſcay. 

Bur I fear that this Plea will not avail us, if ever that 
lcarned Body ſhould make a proper Enquiry into the Grievances 
which are here complained of: For I know they hold invio- 
lably, a Maxim which I have often heard repeated by ſome 


of the Wieſt of them; — De non apparentibus et non exiſten— 
tibus eadem et Ratio; — and thus tranſlated, 


Whenever Things do not appear, 
Tis probable they are not here.” 


Uro the whole, I muſt confeſs, that I ſhould be the laſt to 
obſtruct ſuch Enquiry, or openly to diſpute ſuch Power; nor 
do 1 believe, that, ſhould the Maſters of the Streets exert their 
Authority, even to the higheſt Pitch, they would be a Moment 
the ſooner out of your Books for it. 

Ir may ſeem a Matter of Wonder to ſome People, that the 
fiperione Part of the Univerſity do not interfere in this Caſe, 
and remind the Perſons who are thus negligent of their Duty, 
of the Necellity of greater Activity and Vigilance. 

Bur, beſides the Impropriety of one Perſon's meddling in the 
Department of another, theſe great Men, it 1s certain, have va- 
rious Expedients of alleviating the Diſtreſs which their Inferiours 
labour under. For if they are drawn from their Studies, by the 
neceflary Attendance at the Hebdomadal Nocturnal Meeting, tor 
the Good and Glory of the Univerfity, ſhould the Importance of 
the Buſineſs before them occaſion a longer Continuance of the 
Seſſion than ordinary, they have Servants ready to attend and ſe- 
cure their Steps, with elegantly furniſhed Lanterns—nay, ſome- 
times, a more ingenious Fellow than common, can do them the 
ſame Service without any Lantern at all. * 


* This Circumſtance, though a ſin- worthy Gentleman, at the Hour of part- 
gular one, did happen to the late Dr. ing, called for his Attendant: The Fel- 
Charleit of Epiſtolary Memory. This low having indulged himſelf too freely 


in 
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I FLATTER myſelf thereſore, that, for the future you will 
ndt juſtify your Conduct by Arguments which I have pla'ny 
proved to be falſe, and inconcluſive. But becauſe (as the wite 
and underſtanding Vulgar aſſert) Sceing is Believing, I have, at 
a great Expence, procured an elegant Repreſentation of the dit- 
ferent Appearance which a Street well illuminated, and one of 
our dark ones make, when compared together: as well as the 
different Fortunes which the Inhabitants of each are likely to 
ſuſtain, in their nocturnal Perambulations. For the admirable 


Execution of which, the Engraver deſerves my Thanks, as 1, 
molt undoubtedly, do Yours, + 


From the Removal of theie Grievances, and the Reſtoration 
of Light among us, we might gradually proceed to rectify other 
Nuſances, which are equally become the Aſtoniſhment of Stran- 
gers, and an Offence to the Inhabitants. The chief of which, 
are thoſe prodigious Heaps of Dirt, and Rubbiſh, which are 
ſcattered all about this City, to the great Impediment, not only 
clean, but alſo of ſafe Walking. 


1 IT ſometimes happens, indeed, that when the ſagacious 


in the good Liquor of his Hoſt, and be- © Candle is gone out: —Well! go on 
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ing diſturbed in the Midſt of his Nap, 
could not readily find his Lantern ; but, 
to make Amends for his Loſs, ſnatched 
up a bright Silver Tankard, which, it is 
probable, had greatly contributed to his 
Embarraſment. It fortunately fell out, 
that ſeveral of the Company went the 
ſame Way; nor did the good Doctor 
perceive that he was indebted to Reflec- 
tion alone, for all the Light which he 
could call his own Property. But, upon 
their Separation, he found that the Body 
which his Servant carried was not, at 
that time, a Luminous one. Upon his 
enquiring the Reaſon of ſuch an Alter- 
ation, the Fellow anſwered, *«* Sir, the 


& Thomas, ſays the Doctor, we are near 
« Home,— it does not much ſignify.” 


+ 1 muſt here do Tuſtice to the Cha- 
racter and Behaviour of one of my Fel- 
low Citizens, who, being of a Demea- 


nour more Courtly than the reſt, treats 


us with a Lantern of peculiar Elegance, 
and conſtructed in the prevailing Chineſe 
Taſte. But alas! this is only in the 
Day Time, and when its Services would 
be molt acceptable, it retreats into the 
ſame Obſcurity in which it leaves it's 
dilappointed Admirers. Nor can I, of 
my own Knowlege aflert, that this ſump- 
tuous Houſe ever had a proper Tenant. 
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Cicisbeis of this Place, the noted Night or King, or, in their 
Stead, ſome ſleek Tutor, more ſenſible of his Happineſs, has 
conducted the delicate Female, through all the Areas of our 
Colleges, and up all the Stairs of Sheldon's or of Radcliffe's 
Dome; at the Cloſe of Day the weary Fair-one ſighs for the 
flat Pavements of Bath, or of London, and juſtly accuſes the ſharp 
Points of our Pebbles, for making ſo rough a Return to the 
Preſſure of ſo much Beauty. 

To remove the vile Cauſe of fo deſperate an Evil, our hu- 
mane Citizens, I preſume, have directed thoſe Heaps of Dung 
from Stables, Mortar from old Houſes, and of rotten Vegeta- 

bles from the Stalls, to be placed in our Streets, in order to 
level, and fill up the Interſtices. If this be really the Caſe, no 
one can find Fault with their Civility. But then public Notice 
| for this Purpoſe, ſhould have been given to our Friends the 
Academics, that they might prepare better Defences for their 
Feet, againſt the various Strata they may chance to meet with. 
For, I appeal to the honourable Company of Shoemakers, if 
the Work ſent out of their Hands is by any Means fit for ſuch 
Encounters, for which they, poor Gentlemen! pay in a con- 
trary Proportion to the Service it does them. 
Ir any one ſhould think that I have brought a falſe Accu- 
ſation againſt the Citizens of this Place, and aſſert, that, one 
Day in the Week, at leaſt, the Streets are well ſwept and cleaned; 
I anſwer, that I allow more than this, and that no Houſeholder 
will permit any Dirt to lay at his own Door, if he can place 
it at his Neighbour's; or, eſpecially, 1f any Public Building 
belonging to the Univerſity be within his Reach. For a Proot 
of which, I inſtance, (not to. mention others) the Clarendon 
Printing-Houſe; every Angle of which ſerves as a Reſervoir for 
the Rubbiſh of the whole Neighbourhood. 
Was a much larger Quantity of Dirt to be thrown upon 


the Publications which iſſue from that Auguſt Edifice, the poor 
Authors 
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Authors muſt bear it as well as they can; but why the inno— 
cent Building ſhould ſuffer, I can ſee but two Reaſons; namely, 
that the Neighbouring Inhabitants are great Slovens, and their 
Servants very idle. 

I Know it has been aſſerted, that ſome of the City Annu- 
itants reſide among us, who, not chuſing to die a natural 
Death, might be relieved from all their Infirmities, by an Heap 
of Rubbiſh properly diſpoſed. 

Bur this is a malicious Inſinuation; for thoſe good Ladies 
have lived too long in the World to be thus enſnared ; and muſt 
have acquired more Senſe than to venture their Perſons in our 
Streets, after the Sun is ſet. 

For the future then, Gentlemen, let us not give Room for 
the ſevere Jeſts of the Cenſorious, nor for the Tender- Hearted 
to pity our Poverty.— It is well known that we neither want 
Honejiy nor Money, But it will be natural for Mankind to form 
Sentiments not much to our Honour, from the Continuance of 
thoſe Grievances which I have adviſed You to remove. The 
Public will have a Right to fit in Judgment on a contrary Con- 
duct; and the meaneſt Abilities be enabled to give a ſhrewd 
Gueſs, why the Tradeſmen of Oxford love Darkneſs, rather 


than Light. 
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To the Reſpective Worſhipful COMPANIES 
#3 


Oulmen, Chandlers, Glaziers, and Tinmen, 


[With Hopes of their Concurrence, | 


In promoting the Laudable Work here recommended] 


This PLATE is moſt humbly Inſcribed. 


r 


